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Emilia grew up in Quito, Ecuador and has lived in New Orleans for a little over a 

decade. Emilia loves languages, yoga, food, and meeting new people - it's no sur-

prise, then, that she loves to travel and brings her yoga mat with her wherever 

she goes! In her life outside of CDCA, Emilia is a yoga teacher at Freret Street 

Yoga and works as a climate change and climate justice community organizer. 

 

Erin Barnard is an arts educator specializing in photography and youth media. 

She is a KIDsmART Artist in Residence at Medard Nelson Charter and Crescent 

Leadership Academy in New Orleans. Erin has taught and designed photography 

programs throughout the United States. She is a former director of the In-Sight 

Photography Project and co-founder of the Exposures cross-cultural youth arts 

program. Erin studied photography and literature at Marlboro College, and arts 

management in the Arts in Youth and Community Development program at Co-

lumbia College Chicago. She lives in New Orleans, Louisiana, where she loves to 

listen, to dance, and to sit along the bank of the Mississippi. 

Erin Barnard   Photography & Media Arts 

New Orleans, LA 

AJ Balatico   Robotics 
Mandeville, LA 

A.J. is ready for his second summer at CDCA. Incredible works are going to burst 

forth into the world. Recently, A.J. had all four of his wisdom teeth pulled, traveled 

to the Houston FIRST Robotics World Championship with his team, and developed 

algorithms to command a swarm of robots to explore and gather resources with 

his physics classes. Get ready CDCA...Full STEAM ahead! 

Emilia Aguinaga  Yoga 
New Orleans, LA 
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Dana Beuhler is a Louisiana native who earned her Bachelor of Fine Arts 

degree from the Maryland Institute College of Art in 2005. Shortly after, 

she returned to New Orleans and began working as a painter, sculptor, and 

multimedia artist in the Mardi Gras float-building industry. In 2009, she be-

gan her motion picture career sculpting and painting for movie sets, which 

is currently her main pursuit.  A Mardi Gras enthusiast, she uses her sculp-

ture skills to design and fabricate elaborate carnival costumes, both for 

work and play.  She recently set up her home studio in Broadmoor, and con-

tinues her work in film, Mardi Gras, and various creative pursuits. 

Graham Burk returned to New Orleans after completing the Master's pro-

gram at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland in Glasgow, Scotland. He has 

performed as an actor in New York, New Orleans, London, Glasgow, Edin-

burgh, and various theatres across the U.S. He has taught theatre at 

Hynes Charter School and Lusher Charter School. Graham first experi-

enced CDCA at the age of seven and is thrilled to be back as a senior staff 

member! 

Graham Burk   Theater 

New Orleans, LA 

Nicole Boyd Buckels  Musical Theater 
Kenner, LA 

Nicole Boyd Buckels discovered her love for dance over twenty years ago. She 

graduated from N.O.C.C.A and attended UC Los Angeles where she majored in 

dance. She has choreographed local productions such as The Rocky Horror 

Show, Dog Fight and Ain't Misbehavin', all under the direction of Tim Baker. She 

has also performed locally in various musicals such as Pippin', Nine, Into the 

Woods and How to Succeed In Business. She has assisted in choreography and 

had roles in Anything Goes and Mack and Mabel both performed in upstate New 

York. Nicole is currently a faculty member at Lusher Charter School and 

Tulane University. This is her third year teaching at CDCA. 

Dana Beuhler    Costuming 
New Orleans, LA 
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Dan is a musician in New Orleans. In the past, he's done post production for multi-

ple features and short films. Currently, he earns his living playing guitar in clubs 

on Frenchman Street. He's looking forward to creating weird noises and kooky 

characters with CDCA!  

 

Owner of Patti Constantin Designs and Catering, Inc., Patti Constantin 

is a former restaurant owner and chef whose distinctive catering style 

combines elegant presentation with high quality, largely organic cui-

sine.  Twenty plus years ago, CDCAõs director, Sara, saw Patti across a 

crowded parking lot and called out to her, òYouõre coming to work at 

Creative Arts.ó Despite her busy schedule, Patti has been at CDCA ever 

since. 

Patti Constantin  Cooking 

New Orleans, LA 

David Chervony  Juggling Arts 
Chicago, IL 

David Chervony is overwhelmed with excitement to be returning to CDCA! He pre-

viously taught Circus Arts at the International School of Louisiana and is a found-

ing member of New Orleans' Fly Circus Space. This summer, in addition to being a 

part of this incredible program, he will also be a special guest performer at the 

Boulder Juggling Festival. Let's throw art! 

Dan Cardillo   Music & Sound Effects 
New Orleans, LA 

Country Day Creative Arts 



Toby David is an actor, storyteller and master of ceremonies in New Orle-

ans. He is the architect and host of The Weekly Revue, a monthly variety 

show in New Orleans produced in association with Court 13. Toby is ready.  

Ursa is a comic book artist and illustrator working out of New Orleans. 

She first began studying art at the New Orleans Center for Creative Arts 

and went on to receive a BFA from the Maryland Institute College of Art in 

Baltimore. She spent time abroad at the Osaka University of Art, studying 

what would soon become her passion, comic book making. Her work ex-

plores social issues through depicting her own personal experiences in 

comic form. Ursaõs work has been featured in The Huffington Post, Bustle, 

MIC, Buzzfeed, and published in New Orleans Living Magazine and Amandla 

Magazine.  

Ursa Eyer   Comics 

New Orleans, LA 

Saskia Eubanks  Painting 
New Orleans, LA 

Saskia is a figurative painter from New Orleans, LA. She has exhibited 

widely in the United States, having mounted 15 solo exhibitions, and nu-

merous group exhibitions in cities including New Orleans, Boston, Philadel-

phia, and New York. In addition to painting and exhibiting she has worked 

in museum education, art conservation, as an independent curator, as an 

arts writer, and has taught studio painting, drawing and sculpture at a 

number of institutions. Her most recent solo exhibition took place at the 

Diaghilev Museum of Contemporary Art in St. Petersburg, Russia.  

Toby David    Theater 
New Orleans, LA 
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